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Hon. JH LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise—LNP) (Minister for Education, Training and
Employment) (5.10 pm): It is my pleasure to rise to speak to the first Newman government budget, the
once-in-a-generation budget as we heard from the Treasurer a couple of days ago. Like a gunman
criticising a surgeon for operating on his victims, what we have seen from those opposite today and since
the election has been the outstanding audacity of the Labor Party which dares to criticise the Newman
government for cleaning up the wreckage that it created. When Andrew Fraser handed down his budget in
2012, those opposite criticised me for my reply to the budget. I was criticised for being too miserly and for
daring to suggest that the government should rein in its spending. Indeed, the then Treasurer said that my
reply was impotent. I know that Andrew Fraser Googles his name and searches for it in Hansard, so I tell
Andrew Fraser that this time around my speech on the budget is certainly a lot more potent than his. 

The need to rein in spending has been unequivocally highlighted in the past six months. The
Treasurer has often told us of the first words that he was advised of in his incoming government brief, that
the state’s financial position was unsustainable and something had to be done. Listening to the Leader of
the Opposition’s budget reply speech today reminded me of the lyrics of a song that is very popular at the
moment, Some Nights by Fun. I listened to it as I drove to parliament the other day. I asked my staff to find
the lyrics to the song. As I listened to the Leader of the Opposition today, I thought I would quote the words
of that song. It says—
But I still wake up, I still see your ghost—

That must be Andrew Fraser and Anna Bligh—
Oh Lord, I’m still not sure what I stand for oh

What do I stand for? What do I stand for? 

Most nights, I don’t know anymore ... 

That is what we heard today from the Leader of the Opposition. Words of a popular song remind us that
the opposition has nothing to offer and it had nothing to offer today. 

In a service portfolio like education, one would think that such profligate spending overall would
have led to a gold plated education system, but instead their priorities were all wrong. While they were
spending money on white elephant projects such as the water grid and political whims like ski jumps and
remotely located eggs, they were letting schools down.  One of the most damning legacies of the former
Treasurer was the $292 million maintenance black hole. Andrew Fraser was responsible for a $292 million
maintenance black hole. Schools with pealing paint, broken stairs, broken glass, holes in walls, ripped
carpets, dirt car parks—

Mr Rickuss: Where was the Teachers Union in all of this?
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Mr LANGBROEK:—and all sorts of other minor problems were pushed aside while minister after
minister put schools last, allowing their colleagues to spend money on political whims to get good
headlines. 

In yesterday’s budget we went a long way towards filling Andrew Fraser’s black hole with an
injection of $200 million for schools’ maintenance budgets. More than that, the local school community will
be the ones that determine what works are prioritised and how they will be sourced. No longer do schools
have to use only QBuild. They can use private providers and they can use any savings to reinvest in the
school. We know from a previous trial that I mentioned this morning in question time that we can achieve
savings of between 20 per cent and 25 per cent by using private providers in addition to QBuild. That
means, by giving schools the choice of putting maintenance work out to private providers or using QBuild,
we can get five projects for the price of four. The previous government, beholden to the unions, did not
care about this. We have acted swiftly not only to put more dollars into school maintenance but also to
make those dollars stretch further. 

Outside of my capacity as minister and in my capacity as the member for Surfers Paradise, I am
excited about the initiative, as every local member should be. By way of example, in Surfers Paradise
alone I have five state schools. Bellevue Park State School has a backlog of $173,100 worth of works and
it will receive $160,000. Surfers Paradise State School, just up the road from my electorate office, has a
backlog of $180,390 worth of works. That is something that I have been aware of since I became the
member in 2004. Under Labor, that school only ever received a meagre maintenance allowance, but now it
will receive $160,000. Under the previous government, Ashmore State School had a backlog of $364,740
worth of works. It will receive $160,000. Benowa State High School has over 1,600 students and is
expected to have over 3,000 students when year 7 comes into high school. It has a backlog of $480,620
worth of works. It will receive $160,000. Benowa State School has a backlog of $540,040—over half
a million dollars—worth of works. It will receive $160,000. 

Like many other members in this chamber, the reaction I have received from this news has been
resoundingly positive. As I said in question time yesterday and as has been rightly mentioned just now by
the honourable member for Lockyer, as well as a number of ministers, including the Attorney-General and
the Minister for Housing and Public Works, Kevin Bates of the Queensland Teachers Union said—
In local communities, the people who make up the P and Cs will be the local business people who may very well stand to benefit on
maintenance in schools ...
That’s a reality, that’s not an accusation. 

It sounds very much like an accusation to me. As I said yesterday, it is reprehensible for the QTU to imply
that P&Cs would seek to use funds for purposes other than their schools. I will not stand for a union
smearing P&Cs with the scent of fraud or impropriety. 

Mr Rickuss interjected. 
Mr LANGBROEK: We have tested the Labor members as to whether they are going to stand up for

their local school communities. I know who I would trust to make decisions about local schools. I would
trust the P&Cs. I would trust the parents and the school community over a union leadership that has spent
the last five months traipsing around the state, spreading unfounded rumours and speculation that have
been deliberately misleading to bolster the union’s relevance. I would trust those who know the individual
school over the leadership of an out-of-touch union that is more interested in its own prosperity than in
improving state schools. 

Underscoring the government’s commitment to education, the budget is an investment of
$9.158 billion for the Department of Education, Training and Employment. This represents 22 per cent of
the state’s total budget. Once we include the funding for school maintenance, it represents an increase of
over four per cent. Yesterday the federal Treasurer was out there trying to land blows on the budget like a
drunk third man up in a bar fight, speaking—

Mr Nicholls: I wonder how his surplus is going. 
Mr LANGBROEK: Yes, exactly. Good luck with the surplus, Mr Swan. Speaking whatever popped

into his mind, Mr Swan said that he was shocked by the cuts to education. Once again, despite it being a
great ability of Labor Treasurers, I am shocked that the federal Treasurer cannot read a budget statement. 

Mr Nicholls: Has he ever delivered a surplus?
Mr LANGBROEK: No. Let me tell the Treasurer who has never delivered a surplus about our

education budget. Spending in education has increased by over four per cent and this has happened in a
very difficult economic climate. This underscores the LNP’s commitment to education. As a state, we
continue to grow and, consequently, the department is responding to student enrolment growth. In 2013,
two new state high schools will open at Mackay’s Northern Beaches and at Pimpama. Additional stages
will also be commissioned this year at Augusta State School, Coomera Rivers State School and Woodlinks
State School under the South-East Queensland schools public-private partnership. 
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However, some difficult decisions have had to be made. As was reported in the paper yesterday, on
budget day I made a series of phone calls to affected groups. I raise this today not because I want to dwell
on the cuts and not even to underscore the fact that difficult decisions had to be made as a result of the
financial situation the LNP was left with. I raise it to contrast the style of this side of the House with those
opposite. If there is bad news in my portfolio, I give my stakeholders the dignity and courtesy of telling
them. My director-general and deputy directors-general know this as well. I would prefer a bad headline
than to shirk my responsibility as a minister. This is, of course, in stark contrast to those opposite. The fair-
weather friends of the Labor Party would clamber all over each other to deliver good news, but when they
had to look Queenslanders in the eye and tell them something difficult but necessary, this place was like a
ghost town. The flat-track bullies opposite shirked the task when times were tough and the result is what
we see today: an almighty mess that we have to clean up, which those opposite have the audacity to
criticise us for. 

So in a stark change to the style and intestinal fortitude, or lack thereof, from those opposite, where
I as minister have had to make hard decisions, I as minister take responsibility for those decisions. A
number of programs to which the department has provided grants and staff have been impacted by the
difficult decisions that we have had to make. Not only have I told them; but in our commitment to
accountability and transparency a list of these programs is available on the DETE budget website. 

Importantly, this budget delivers on our election commitments in education, and I commend the
former shadow minister for education before the election, Dr Bruce Flegg—now the Minister for Housing
and Public Works—for his hard work in developing these policies. These commitments include: $4 million
over four years for the Step Up into Education program to better prepare children for school, particularly in
areas of disadvantage—and this is particularly vital since the introduction of the prep year and is in line
with all of the research pointing to school readiness as having a strong link to achievement; a $5.5 million
investment in our efforts to boost the number of Queensland children participating in kindergarten
programs by establishing new kindergarten services on school sites in areas of need; increasing teacher
aide time for 150 prep classes from the start of the 2013 school year as part of the $53.6 million four-year
initiative. We have identified these schools and I launched this with the Premier at Tullawong State School
within our first 100 days.

There is a commitment of $62.1 million to continue the introduction of year 7 as the first year of
secondary school from 2015 and $3 million in 2012-13 as part of a $21 million four-year initiative for 120
schools to participate in the independent public schools initiative. This is a key plank in the LNP’s election
policy and again underscores the difference between this government and the union. While they have
been out there scaring principals about this program, we have been committed to giving schools greater
autonomy to make the right decisions for their schools. 

Other commitments include: $1.4 million as part of a $10.9 million four-year initiative to expand
support for students with disabilities in state and non-state schools through the engagement of additional
speech-language pathologists; providing state special school and special education program students with
access to tablets through the investment of $3.5 million; and providing additional funding of $1 million over
four years to support Queensland schools with access to chaplaincy services which I launched last week
at Glenala State High School. 

In Surfers Paradise, the Newman government’s first budget has delivered on a raft of promises,
aimed at keeping the community safe and secure. More than $500,000 will be spent on a trial of a safe
drinking precinct in the city centre. The aim of this is to stamp out the soul-destroying violence that
increasingly results from too much alcohol too quickly. The Broadbeach Police Station will get an $800,000
upgrade to ensure that our front-line police have the resources they need. We are also targeting the
criminals who think they can get away with major crime on the Gold Coast. We will spend $1.1 million to
create a major and organised crime squad incorporating an illegal firearms team. 

The Newman government is committed to giving our senior citizens the support they need to stay in
their own homes where health and happiness outcomes are strongest. We are providing more than
$640,000 to keep the Gold Coast Central Home Assist Secure service going to help elderly and disabled
residents to make sure their homes are safe and secure. 

We are also looking ahead, providing a better future for residents and tourists alike. The Newman
government has delivered $279 million to ensure the Gold Coast Rapid Transit goes ahead, on time and
on track. With the money we have saved from removing red tape and duplication and refocusing the Public
Service, we have been able to channel $5.7 million into major and minor roadworks on the Gold Coast.
That means better roads for our residents and trips for our tourists. 

We have made some hard decisions but that has allowed us to focus our spending on the things that
Queenslanders want—better roads, more police, schools where students want to learn and hospitals that
work quickly and efficiently. We have set the groundwork for a new era of prosperity and growth for the
greatest state in Australia. 
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